A Window on West Wickham
1924 Rev. Bertie Roberts, rector of St. Johns since 1884 died.
He lived at the rectory on Wickham Hill now Corkscrew Hill. On
arrival in West Wickham Bertie made many innovative changes within
St.John’s. He was also responsible for the transfer of Glebe land to the
West Wickham Playing Fields Trust at the top of Corkscrew Hill, where
there is now an obelisk marking his contribution to the community.

A Window on West Wickham
As the threat of invasion grew, the banks on the common side of Croydon road were
mined with drums of sump oil and creosote, while tank traps were created through school
playing fields and into Spring Park Woods. Pillboxes were built, one in a private garden
at Corkscrew Hill and a rather unorthodox version created in a large hollow tree in
St.Johns churchyard.
The Home Guard unit was the
55 Kent Battalion.
By June 1940 road signs had been
removed, and church bells silenced.
Library staff based at Station Road took
responsibility for issuing and exchanging
gas masks as well as books.

A sub fire station was opened in Coney
Hall. The Medieval glass in St.John’s
church was buried in the churchyard.

Looking down the High Street

The first bombs fell on West Wickham in
The Avenue in 1940. During 1944, West
Wickham was hit by flying bombs
causing damage to homes and businesses
causing a large number of injuries and
even deaths. In July of that year a V1 hit
the High Street causing extensive
damage to houses and a pub. It killed
one person and injured twenty. The
woman who died was travelling in a car
which was caught in the blast. A bus
careered into the pond by the White Hart
pub causing injuries to the driver and his
passengers.
Canadian soldiers also arrived in 1940,
billeted in Coney Hall with their head
quarters in the Temple Motor Garage,
now Wickes. The first wedding between
the Canadians and our English girls was
in December 1940.
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Looking up the High Street with Wickham Hall on the left
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