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Early Days

Schools

West Wickham has evidence of human activities as far back as the Bronze Age, when it is
thought that there was a settlement on the hill to the south-east of the town where the
historic Church of St. John the Baptist stands.

The road that led from Wickham Court to West Wickham passed the old village school
at the top of Corkscrew Hill. This was opened in 1818 when Charles Farnaby leased
some of his land. In 1930 this became a private school called Greenhayes until it was
redeveloped as flats.

West Wickham sits by the Roman road that ran from London to Lewes, then an important
port. From the north it crossed the Langley Estate close to Langley Park Girls School,
through West Wickham station, under the Railway Hotel, crossing Glebe Way close to
Iceland, over the top of Corkscrew Hill, through Sparrows Den and the fields to the west
of St. John’s church. It was there that a small roman town Noviomagus was built, probably
where another Roman road turned off to Gravesend.
The name ‘Wickham’ is thought to be from the Roman word ‘vicus’ meaning town and the
Anglo Saxon word ‘ham’ for settlement indicating that the area was a stopping place for
those travelling.

National School on Corkscrew Hill

In 1930 a new council school opened in Hawes Lane. Beginning life in wooden huts
these were replaced by permanent buildings in 1935. Accommodation for 270 pupils
soon reached nearly 500 and so the seniors were sent to Marian Vian at Elmers End. The
opening of the infant school relieved the situation but was soon overflowing as so many
of the children came from Coney Hall. So in 1936 Wickham Common Temporary
School was opened in farm buildings next to what was the rectory in Gates Green Road.
Wickham Common School permanent building was opened in 1937 with 401 pupils.
Parish church of St. John the Baptist

In addition to Greenhayes in 1926 St.David’s College, a private school, was opened in
South Eden Park Road. There were also other private schools at that time.
In 1953 Pickhurst Primary was opened followed by Oak Lodge School in 1954.

Parish Registers began to be kept from 1558
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January 1917 Frank Reed was fined 10s (50p) for keeping
20 Homing Pigeons without a permit
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